European Rail Research Network of Excellence
-Association-

Under Horizon Europe/FP10 and the European Competitiveness Fund
28th January 2026

EURNEX, the European Rail Research Network of Excellence, unites 43 leading
universities and research centres across Europe. As an academic voice in rail R&l,
EURNEX drives scientific excellence, independent validation, open knowledge
dissemination, and skills development critical to Europe’s mobility, climate, and
industrial sovereignty objectives.

Rail research, spanning engineering, digitalization, human factors, sustainability,
operations, and socio-economic analysis, is indispensable to realizing the Single
European Railway Area (SERA), completing the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-
T), and achieving climate neutrality by 2050.

Yet Europe’s rail system remains fragmented. National standards, legacy infrastructure,
and uneven digital maturity hinder scalability. Only a stable, coordinated, and well-
resourced R&I framework can overcome these structural barriers and accelerate the
deployment of harmonized, green, and digital rail solutions.

Europe’s Rail Joint Undertaking (EU-RAIL) has proven that structured public-private-
collaboration delivers impact. Its successor under Horizon Europe/FP10 must be
improved and enlarged to maintain Europe’s technological edge amid global competition,
particularly from state-backed actors.
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Within the proposed FP10) and European Competitiveness Fund and any other European

public fund source, we urge the European Commission, Parliament, and Member States

to:

Establish a successor to EU-RAIL, ensuring legal continuity, governance clarity,
and strategic focus on systemic rail challenges.

Secure robust, predictable funding:
o €3 billion for research and innovation (50% EU / 50% industry co-funding),

o €15 billion for pre-deployment via the ECF, and private investment,
enabling demonstrators, testbeds, and market uptake.

Guarantee inclusive governance, with formal, balanced representation of
universities, research centres, SMEs, operators, infrastructure managers,
regulators, and industry, reflecting their roles.

Engage the research community early in defining work programs, KPIs, and
evaluation criteria to uphold scientific excellence, independence, and long-term
capacity building.

We call on EU institutions to act decisively in the FP10 and ECF negotiations to secure a

rail R&l ecosystem that is not only competitive but also sustainable, resilient, and

sovereign. The time to lock in this framework is now, before strategic capacity erodes and

global competitors fill the scientific gap.

Signed by Council:

Austrian Institute of Technologie 4. Centre for Research and Technology
(AIT), Vienna, Austria Hellas/Hellenic Institute of

Berlin Partner fur Wirtschaft und
Technologie GmbH, Berlin, Germany
Brno University of Technology, Brno,
Czech Republic

Transport, Thessaloniki, Greece
Technical University in Prague,
Faculty of Transportation Sciences,
Czech Republic

Technical University, Faculty of Civil
Engineering, Czech Republic
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The German Centre for Rail Traffic
Research, DZSF, Bonn, Germany
Ecole nationale des ponts et
chaussées, Paris, France

Instytut Kolejnictwa, Warsaw,
Poland

Instituto Superior Técnico, university
of Lisbon, Portugal

Jan Perner Transport Faculty,
University of Pardubice, Czech
Republic

Kaunas University of Technology,
Kaunas, Lithuania

Kyiv Institute of Rail Transport, Kyiv,
Ukraine

Lulea University of Technology,
Luled, Sweden

NOVA School of Science and
Technology (FCT NOVA), Lisbon,
Portugal

Politecnico di Milano, Dipartimento
di Meccanica, Milano, Italy

Poznan University of Technology,
Poznan, Poland.

Railenium, Valenciennes, France
Riga Technical University, Riga,
Latvia

RWTH Aachen University, Institute
for Rail Vehicles (IFS), Aachen,
Germany

SAPIENZA University of Rome,
DICEA Department of Civil, Building
and Environmental Engineering,
Rome, Italy

Slovenian National Building and Civil
Engineering Institute, Ljubljana,
Slovenia

SUPSI - University of Applied
Sciences and Arts of Southern,
Manno, Switzerland

Technische Universitat Berlin, FG
Bahnbetrieb und Infrastruktur,
Berlin, Germany

Technische Universitat Berlin, FG
Schienenfahrzeuge, Berlin, Germany
TeCIP Institute at the Sant’Anna
School of Advanced Studies, Pisa,
Italy.
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TTK University of Applied Sciences
(Faculty of Transport), Tallin, Estonia
Universidad del Pais Vasco —
Escuela T.S. Ingenieria, Bilbao, Spain
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid,
Madrid, Spain

Université Gustave Eiffel (former
French Institute of Science and
Technology for Transport,
Development and Networks),
Marne-la-vallée, France

Université Polytechnique Hauts-de-
France (UPHF), Valenciennes,
France

University of Applied Sciences
Upper Austria -Research group Rail
Automation and Traffic Telematics,
Wels, Austria

University of Aston, Birmingham,
United Kingdom

University of Belgrade — Faculty of
Traffic and Transport Engineering,
Belgrade, Serbia

University of Florence, Department
of Mathematics and Informatics, The
Resilient Computing Lab, Florence,
Italy

University of Leeds, Institute for
Transport Studies, Leeds, United
Kingdom

University of Porto-Faculty of
Engineering., Porto, Portugal
University of Zagreb, Faculty of
Transport and Traffic Sciences
Department of Railway Transport,
Zagreb, Croatia

University of Zilina, Faculty of
Management Science and
Informatics, Zilina, Slovakia

Vilnius Gediminas Technical
University, Vilnius, Lithuania
Department of Industrial
Engineering (DIl), University of
Naples Federico Il, Naples, Italy.
University of Twente, Twente, The
Netherlands

Dresden University of Technology,
Dresden, Germany
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